RETURN   TO  ST. GERMAINS
which we despatched with my son [the Marquis of Tynemouth] Sir John Erskine and Mr. Bulkeley (son of Lady Sophia Bulkeley) ; but everything seemed to conspire for the ruin of our projects, the vessel was wrecked on the coast of Scotland, and they had only time to save themselves in the boat, without being able to take the lingots which were hidden in the hold of the ship ....
" Argyle marched from Stirling Feb. 9 with a heavy train of artillery and . . . arrived at Tullibardine, eight miles from Perth, on the nth.    The town was only fortified by a wall, and the river was frozen so hard that it could be crossed   like the plain.    This reason, and the inferiority of his troops, which were less than half the number of Argyle's, determined the King to quit Perth, and he retired to Dundee and then to Montrose.    Erskine, who brought  news to France of these movements, assured me positively the King meant to retire northwards and make a stand near Aberdeen, at an excellent post which  500  men could defend against 10,000, having the sea on the left, a mountain on the right, and a morass in front with a single causeway across it.    But two days after Erskine's arrival we learned that on the approach of Argyle, the king had ordered his troops to march northwards, had embarked with the Earl of Mar and a few others, and had landed in France.    He left the command to General Gordon, ordering him to make the best capitulation he could . . .    Thus did the enterprise finish in a moment . . . Lord Mar persuaded the King that it was no longer possible to continue the contest ; that it would entirely ruin his party, and that, by retiring, he would give them the chance of coming to an accommodation.    I am convinced that if a fault was committed, it arose solely from that young   prince's   too   great   deference    to    the    advice   of others . . . "
James came secretly to St. Germains where he remained several days, the last he ever spent with his mother, and then started for Chalons, there to await an answer from the Duke of Lorraine as to his return to Bar,
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1716 still ready to part, whenever the Regent will allow me, but 'tis neither consisting with my honour, my duty, my oaths, nor even the King's interest, that 1 shovild desert like a trooper j it was with the King's leave that I became a Frenchman. ..."
